We infer from the mechanisms and depths of two large earthquakes that the Hindu Kush is actively thrusting northwest over the Tadilk basin and that the basin is closing rather than being displaced to the west. 
INTRODUCTION
We analyze the two largest recent earthquakes in the Tadilk basin in order to determine how regional convergence is being accommodated.
TECTONIC SETTING
The Tadilk basin is an area of relatively low relief flanked by major orogenic belts (the Hindu Kush, the Pamirs, and the Tien Shan; Figure 1 Tests that fix the hypocenter at various depths show that the depth of the event appears to be within 5 km of 24 km The depth is somewhat dependent on the thickness of the lowvelocity layer above it (see "Sedimentary Layer" test in an arc-polarity reversal), the existing subduction will be maintained, or convergence will be taken up by some other mechanism such as crustal thickening.
In any case, the presence of large thrust earthquakes behind the "arc" implies that there is substantial coupling between the plates and that subduction alone is insufficient to accommodate convergence.
